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also be subject to actions under federal
debt collection procedures.

(h) The Board may authorize other
organizations to collect assessments on
its behalf with approval of the Sec-
retary.

(i) The collection of assessments
shall commence on or after a date es-
tablished by the Secretary and shall
continue until terminated by the Sec-
retary. If the Board is not constituted
on the date the first assessments are to
be remitted, the Secretary shall have
the authority to receive assessments
on behalf of the Board and may hold
such assessments in an interest-bear-
ing account until the Board is con-
stituted and the funds are transferred
to the Board.

(J) To facilitate the payment of as-
sessments under this section, the
Board shall publish lists of first han-
dlers required to remit assessments
under this subpart and exempt han-
dlers.

(k) The Association shall receive an
amount of assessment funds equal to 85
percent of the assessments paid on
Hass avocados produced in such State.
Such funds shall be remitted to such
State organization no later than 30
days after such funds are received by
the Board. In addition, such funds and
any proceeds from the investment of
such funds shall be used by the Asso-
ciation to finance promotion, research,
consumer information, and industry in-
formation  programs, plans, and
projects in the United States. However,
no such funds shall be used for any ad-
ministrative expenses incurred by the
Association.

() An association of Hass avocado
importers established pursuant to
§1219.58 shall receive an amount of as-
sessment funds equal to 85 percent of
the assessments paid on Hass avocados
imported by its members. Such funds
shall be remitted to such importer as-
sociation no later than 30 days after
such funds are received by the Board.
In addition, such funds and any pro-
ceeds from the investment of such
funds shall be used by the importer as-
sociation to finance promotion, re-
search, consumer information, and in-
dustry information programs, plans,
and projects in the United States. How-
ever, no such funds shall be used for

§1219.56

any administrative expenses incurred
by the importer association.

(m) In general, assessment funds re-
ceived by the Board shall be used:

(1) For payment of costs incurred in
implementing and administering this
subpart;

(2) To provide for a reasonable re-
serve to be maintained from assess-
ments to be available for contin-
gencies; and

(3) To cover the administrative costs
incurred by the Secretary in imple-
menting and administering this Act, as
set forth in §1219.53(b).

(n) The Board may establish an oper-
ating monetary reserve which may
carry over to subsequent fiscal periods:
Provided that, the funds in the reserve
do not exceed one fiscal period’s budg-
et. Subject to approval by the Sec-
retary, reserve funds may be used to
defray any expenses authorized under
this part.

§1219.55 Exemption from assessment.

(a) Any sale of Hass avocados for ex-
port from the United States is exempt
from assessment.

(b) The Board may require persons
receiving an exemption from assess-
ments to provide to the Board reports
on the disposition of exempt Hass avo-
cados.

§1219.56 Adjustment of accounts.

Whenever the Board or the Secretary
determines through an audit of a per-
son’s reports, records, books, or ac-
counts or by some other means that
additional money is due to the Board,
the person shall be notified of the
amount due. The person shall then
remit any amount due the Board by
the next date for remitting assess-
ments. Overpayments shall be credited
to the account of the person remitting
the overpayment and shall be applied
against any amounts due in succeeding
months unless the person requests a re-
fund of the overpayment.
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